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EDITORIAL

  Is there really any one, Christian or non-Christian, who doubts we are in the end times?  Political scientists, sociologists, economists, environmentalists, medical/ health practitioners, physical scientists, religion experts, name it; all talk of the imminence of the shut-down of the present world order.  While a tiny fraction works on assiduously to fulfill their own, even no longer hidden, agenda to ensure they remain relevant in the new order to come, the vast majority shrug their shoulders, and go on about daily life, resigned to whatever fate or opportunity brings as this great once-in-all time event rushes in!

  How can this be?  Isn't it obvious that the New World order will be (like in the computer/technology world) a winner-takes-it-all affair?  All personal investments, worth and destiny could change overnight by policies being engineered by somebody somewhere out there.  How then can we, as people with stakes in the system, fail to be interested in the coming change in the world order - a change which, even both Christians and Satanists agree is inevitable and even imminent?

  The pressure of present day-to-day living (especially as structured by the "ruler of this present age" - the devil) no doubts, is effectively checkmating the undiscerning masses and preventing them from doing what they ought to do in order to be who they ought to be, now that there is still some time.  As Satan struggles to devise a new world order to cover up his 6,000 years of messing up this planet and ensure he remains further in control, he needs the co-operation of the people of the world in their acquiescing to his rulership and not crying out to God for salvation.  However, the Scripture cannot be broken.  In His own time, and irrespective of whatever Satan devises or does, the Lord Jesus Christ, having fully paid all dues already, will blow the final whistle and the game (and opportunities to serve) will be all over.  The new world order that will prevail after the present one is most certainly that that would be established by the Lord Jesus, and all new age advocates had better wisen up to this fact.

  Our objective in this publication, which for now will be on a bi-monthly basis by His grace, is to awaken the Body of Christ to the reality, challenges and opportunities of this most exciting end-times; and we pray that the zeal of the Holy Spirit will accomplish this to the glory of His name.

  In this maiden edition, we present news and commentaries about the Church and Society both in Nigeria and worldwide.  The end-time battle is subtle and fought in skirmishes here and there.  If God will grant you discernment and you become aware of certain needs as you read this edition, please, keep in mind that you can do something about it - if you will so choose.  Rather than complain about evil trends in Society, we should see these as our own challenges - and opportunities to stand up for our Father's kingdom.  It is time Christians started seeing their world from God's perspective.  We must stop squandering valuable faith on personal frivolities alone while there still remains kingdoms to be subdued and lions mouths to be stopped (Heb. 11:33-34)

  Remember that God's response to the crisis you see around you is YOU, the Christian.  Choose  today to do something about the things around you, and the best place to start, always, is on your knees.
(For more about this Ministry, please see Ministry Focus on page 3)
CHURCH NEWS

Nigeria

>Churches to be Taxed? The call for Churches to be specially registered and also have their income taxed has been making the rounds for some time now - as usual is the case when the government is testing the grounds.  People cite the emphasis of many Churches now place more on financial prosperity than anything else, or outright abuses such as that which led to the infamous Otokoto saga in Owerri to justify this call.  Christians who support these kind of calls, perhaps without giving much thoughts to the implications, should take time to reflect on this and similar issues. 

   Interestingly, this call for taxing (and automatically, registering) of Churches is similar to the practice in Turkey, the country which spearheaded the most recent attempt to Islamize Nigeria through the G13(?)

> Ilorin: Administrator Assaults Bishop
   Front-page news was made for several independent newspapers when the military administrator of Kwara State, wrestled the microphone from a Bishop at a state function in Ilorin and gave him a serious tongue-lashing in the full glare of cameras and the public. The administrator complained about the Church delving into issues that does not concern it: politics and welfare of the people.

>Akure: Another demands advance-copy of sermon
   Obviously in order to prevent a possible re-enactment of the Ilorin saga, the administrator in Ondo state resorted to a test of wills, as using thinly-veiled threats, he demanded an advance copy of the sermon to be presented at the burial of an elder statesman in the state, and at which government participation was unavoidable.  The Clergy responded that they neither prepare their messages in advance nor draw inspiration from the desire of military rulers.

> Inter-Clan Clashes put Christianity to the test
   A vivid illustration of the Word of the Lord in Mathew 7:24-27 comparing how two houses, one founded on sand and the other founded upon the rocks, fared in a tempest is being played-out in several communities in Nigeria as various trying social climates test what stuff many local churches are made of.  Serious fratricidal wars have been going on intermittently among the Chamba and the Kuteb of Takum, Taraba state; the Izons (Ijaws) and the Itsekiris in Delta state, and the Ifes and the Modakekes in Oshun state.

   While there are extremely disheartening reports such as Christians betraying fellow Church members who come from the opposing tribe, there are however reports of vibrant Christianity and increased witnessing in some areas even in the midst of these disasters.  This is the time when Churches that have invested in preaching the solid Word of God, and established a firm foundation of prayer and concept of House Fellowship / small group meetings are reaping the benefits.  Particularly commendable is the statement credited to Pastor Ayo Oritsajefor of Warri, who at a time when some other pastors in these war-torn communities were suggesting that "some things are beyond Christianity" had boldly declared, "I am not called to pastor a particular community only".

   Sad as these wars are, the Church at large has a lot to learn from them! The Church has passed through much tougher times in her history; and even today in many parts of the world as with the Karen and Karenni of 
Burma or increasingly in recent times, China, the Church still remains largely underground. If Christianity is to be anything at all, it must be everything. 

Other Lands

> Christianity spreads in Algeria

Ghaddafi, the Libyan leader during an outrageous Islamic visit to Nigeria on Friday 9/5/97 was quoted by the Daily Monitor (10/5/97) as lamenting: "It was unfortunate that over 4,000 Islamic Muslims in Algeria have deserted Islam for Christianity following the political crisis which (is) being misconceived as religious crisis".

Though wars don't generally help evangelism, nevertheless, they can't stop divine plans.  The determining factor is the prayer of the Saints.

Cuba: Christmas was for the 1st time in 30 years declared a public holiday in Cuba in 1997.  This reportedly has to do with the scheduled visit of the Pope for early 1998

The Year of Jubilee.  Churches in Europe and the USA are calling for a Year of Jubilee to coincide with the Millenium to free hopelessly indebted countries of their debilitating debt obligations.  These often mean that the well being of these countries is seriously jeopardized.  For example, Uganda spent $3 on health care for each of its citizens in 1996 while at the same time paying $17 per citizen in paying off its national debt.

WorldWide: 

Neutralization via Infiltration and Contamination?

   FROM the days of the early Church, infiltration has been one of the devil's main way of attacking the Church.  Among many examples are those cited in Gal 2:4 and Jude 4.  However, the devil seems now to be refining further this his dreaded weapon of confusion in these last days.  While in those days the heretical group, often, soon revealed itself by trying to maintain a distinct identity, these days the reverse is the case as infiltrators now try to homogenize themselves with the rest of the Church - unfortunately while still loaded with their great vermin of heresy and evil intention.  A clear example is presented by the Church of Latter Day Saints (the Mormon Church) whose clarion call at foundation used to be "come ye out of them", urging separation of her members from the mainstream Christianity.  Now the same organization is all-out to present a facade that no real differences exist between her and the true Body of Christ.  Yet her main target audience for proselytization remains this same mainstream Christianity.

   Even now, a further refining of this deadly technique by the enemy seems on-going.  In the more alarming cases, even genuine Christians, when unsuspecting or undiscerning are being used to achieve the devil's end.  Let the reader consider the following sample reports worldwide:

EUROPE:  In what discerning Christians see as a token of persecution of believers which the EU will enforce across Europe, preachers and even by-standing Christians who try to intervene, were arrested in Yorkshire, Britain, apparently for street-preaching. In Belgium, the government has begun to compile names of serious cults; and the list already contains names of some mainstream evangelical groups.  According to the Light for the Last Days Newsletter, it is being expected that the EU will sooner or later set up some kind of body to monitor religious groups with a registration procedure similar to the one which existed in the Soviet Union.  This will effectively pave the way for the World Church (at least in Europe) ready to do the bidding of the anti-Christ when he is manifested.

   A report in Moriel Prayer and Newsletter confirms that the excuse for the disturbing event at Yorkshire may have been provided by hyper charismatic Christian extremists who "do not preach to people, but preach (even yell) at them".  

UNITED STATES:  An organization known as the 'Army of God' has claimed responsibility for two explosions and declared 'total war on the so-called federal government and death to the New World 
Order'.  It has also threatened to mount attacks on 'facilities that murder children' and 'sodomites'.       The 'Army of God' has been linked with Timothy Mc Veigh, the man who was found guilty of planting the Oklahoma city bomb - one of the most despised actions in American history.

ISRAEL:  The Knesset (Israeli Parliament) with backing from both secular and religious political parties has had the first reading of a new law outlawing messianic literature seeking to evangelize Jews as criminal, and carrying stiff legal penalties.  Israeli police have already raided a baptism class for newly saved Israeli Jewish believers in Kiryat Gat, and discrimination is taking place against Jewish believers in the army, including being excluded from service in elite units.  All these follow the mass distribution of a booklet aimed at evangelizing Jews but using techniques and sentiments which some Israeli pastors reportedly described as "deplorable",

   The trend therefore is clear.  The enemy raises up an army of supposedly Christian fundamentalists whose actions are then used to justify a crackdown on Bible-believing Christians who oppose the devil's schemes for the world.  The ingenuity of this approach is that it further tends to make genuine Christians at the other end of the spectrum keep quiet to avoid some retributions.

   What all these indicate is that the battle is to be fought with much spiritual discernment.  Trying to avoid persecution outrightly is neither Scriptural nor even possible (2 Tim 3:12).  However, all our actions must be birthed in prayers and we must always constantly ruthlessly check our own motives for ministry. This means, effectively, that we become merely part of the Holy Spirit's worldwide network, and not a prime-mover on our own.

INFOLINK

> God’s End Time Programme for Israel.  Has the Church replaced the nation of Israel?  Request for a detailed article on this from Tony Pearce, Box BM-4226, London, WC1N 3XX.

>Order your complimentary copy of “The End Times and victorious Living” from 5110 Tuckaseegee Road, Charlotte NC 28208 USA.  

E-mail: pawcreek@pawcreek.org
> A highly informative book, Homosexuality, the Medical, Social and Religious implications available from Maranatha Community, 102 Irlam Road, Flixton, Manchester, M41 6JT.  Price #2.50.

FAMILY

>    Disneyland.  The (British) Daily Telegraph (19/6/97) reported that members of America’s largest Protestant Church – the Southern Baptist Convention – have called a boycott of Disney Theme Parks because of their promotion  of homosexuality.  Disney’s clean-cut family image has been tarnished with the promotion of festivals for homosexuals and publications for them through their allied publishers.  (Prophecy Today, vol. 13, No 5, 1997)

>     Promise Keepers.  Over a million American men participated in a Promise Keeper’s rally, to affirm their belief in traditional Christian values, especially as related to the family.  It was a gathering the news media including the United States government could not help but notice.

>    Attention Fathers.  Some researchers in the USA are of the conviction that the father’s role is as important and possibly more important, than the mother’s in giving the son or daughter confidence in sexual identity.  Historian Norman Stone sees the absent father as an appalling trend, and believes it is, ‘encouraged by public policy’, while Prophecy Today columnist, Sue Pheasant believes that feminists (especially lesbians) have a great deal to answer for in the breakdown of family life.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Nigeria: Cultist on Campuses

   Has anybody noticed the massive invasion of Campuses of tertiary education, especially in the West by secret cults?  There are many confessions in both secular and Christian press in recent times that this is a carefully planned-out development.

   Associated with this influx of the cultists (even secondary schools in Oyo state, according to a recent radio O-Y-O report are being seriously infiltrated) are concurrent violence in campus towns.  The violence and carnage at Akoka-Lagos, Iree, Ilaro, Ile-Ife in recent times are unprecedented.  One of the factors attributed to the quick growth of Christianity in the early days was Pax Romana, the general peace and tranquility in the Roman Empire.  While violence often tends to solidify people's faith, it hardly is the best environment for evangelism.  Pray for the peace of Nigeria, please.

Israel: Moon Turn Red - On the eve of Passover, Erev Pesach, 1996, there was a total eclipse of the moon.  The moon became as red as blood.  This occurred a second time on the eve of Succoth, the Feast of Tabernacles.  The last time that such a double event occurred was in the year that Herod the Great died.

(Herald of the last days, official magazine of Intercessors for Nigeria, No 42 Jan 1997, p 3).

London: TV continues to promote decadence

A new show on London Weekend Television (Dami Behr) offered as prize, "a date with a stranger (condoms provided)".  It was however stopped following protests from an outraged public.

Worldwide: Politicians and the occult
The dependence on occultic powers by people in government is not restricted to Nigeria alone.  The consultations by Nancy Reagan of an Astrologer was a particularly publicized case some years ago.  VOA reports (19/12/97) also mentioned that in India, politicians even went as far as delaying their swearing-in ceremonies on the advice of their astrologers.  It is our Christian duty (1 Tim 2:1-2) to always remember the people in government in our prayers.  As is also true for other segments of society, most people in government turn to these dark forces, mainly out of fear, or under direct spiritual attacks which become potent only because Christians fail to exert their own spiritual influence.  The consequent destruction is not only to the rulers' personal souls but often to the collective national psyche as well.

Worldwide: Demonic Healings Continue to Receive Mass Promotion

The popularization of demonic-inspired healing methods continue unabated worldwide.  The nomenclature varies from continent to continent: Integrated Medicine, Guided Imagery, New-Age healing, etc.  The media in recent times have been inundated with programmes giving credence to "Alternative Medicine".

  In Nigeria, especially as a result of the depressed economy, there is massive promotion of so-called "traditional medicine" under Fairs, and over grassroot-targeted mass-publicity instruments like radio stations.  Most of the people featured openly appeal to idols and other demonic powers.  The only alternative to stopping people rushing in to exchange their souls with some expected relieve in their bodies is for Christians to manifest the true gifts of the Spirit rather than engaging in mere “spiritual gymnastics” and "charismatic" showmanship.

HUMOUR

A man approached a beautiful lady at a party.  “Will you sleep with me for a million dollars?”  he asked.  Eyes popping, “I guess so”, she whispered back.  After a slight pause, the man asked again, “How about for five dollars?”  Outraged, the woman hissed, “Just what do you take me for, a prostitute?”  The man calmly replied, “Of course we know what you are.  We are only quibbling about the price”.

MINISTRY FOCUS

In this maiden edition, our Ministry Focus column focuses on ourselves!

Name: Church Arise! LivingWater Ministries, Ile-Ife

Motto: Making glad the City of God Ps 46:4

Vision: To contribute to the rousing up of the Body of Christ, especially to end-times Christian activism.  To promote the concept of workplace Christianity thereby pulling down the false walls compartmentalizing “Church-lives” and “workplace –lives”.

Objectives:  Establishment of a Christian library and reading room at Ile-Ife.  Cooperating in establishing a network of Christian libraries and other resource centres.  Organizing evangelistic talks, seminars, and also film and video shows targeted at particular groups of occupations / professions.  Conducting Discipleship and Leadership Training Courses, and publication of the Church Arise! Newsletter.

Financial Policy: Non-profit.  All services provided free of charge.  Fundings provided by those called by the Holy Spirit into partnership with the Ministry.

Signs of the Times (Contd.)

British Telecom Chief Advocates the Mark of the Beast.

Peter Cochrane, head of Advanced Applications at BT, has been reported as promoting the idea that microchip under the skin is the answer to buying and selling in the 21st century (Light for the Last days, July 1997).

   According to Mr. Cochrane, “just a small slice of silicon under the skin is all it would take for us to enjoy the freedom of no cards, passports or keys.  Put your hand out to the car door, computer terminal, the food you wish to purchase and you would be instantly recognized and dealt with efficiently.  Think about it, freedom – no more plastic”

   What Mr. Chochrane did not say however is that this so-called freedom also means that the one so marked by the implant is now effectively tagged and all his/her activities and movement can be monitored and even controlled.   This is exactly the system the Bible predicted will come to pass in the last days under the antichrist!

“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has at the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name” (Rev 13:16-17)

Archbishop supports homosexuality?

Moriel Prayer and Newsletter has recently reported that the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey has said that homosexuals can now be Anglican Clergy and that homosexuals and heterosexuals have much to learn from each other.  This is a very sad development indeed, which no one would have thought was possible some years back.  The time for the Church in Nigeria to stand up against this trend is NOW.

Meanwhile, homosexuals in Britain have been accorded co-equal rights to adopt children and bring them up in homosexual environments, and both the Boy Scouts and the Royal Forces have decided to allow homosexual membership.

Ile-Ife. Ugh, Ugly!  As a new immigrant Christian lady braved the fire of arsonists, to rescue some of her properties during the communal crisis, neighbours, passerbys and other on-lookers who wouldn’t lift a finger to help, systematically made away with items already rescued as she dashed in again to make another effort.  O Nigeria, where is your soul!

Pseudo-science: A recent report ( by Halsey and Dennis) has shown that children from broken homes performed less well in school than those from intact homes.  However some ‘social scientists’ are taking issues with this finding.  When one of these was pressed repeatedly to identify the research that repudiated the Halsey / Dennis thesis, he said, in summary, this: “of course it was correct as far as the research was concerned, but where did that get anyone?  Nowhere!  Was it possible to turn back the clock? Of course not!  And why were they so concerned above all else for the rights of the child?  What about the rights of the parents, which were just as important?" 

    This clearly demonstrates the mindset of many a so-called researcher.  They are trying to sell either their personal failures or religions to the unsuspecting public.  Refer to Prophecy Today (Sept-Oct 1997) for details.
PRIVATE 
"But know this, that in the last days, perilous times will come:  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power... always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" -  2 Tim 3:1
Exhortation


Playing it safe is just playing

   No doubts about it, religion is up. But so are values unremittingly opposed to the truth of Christianity...

   That is the great paradox today: sin abound in the midst of unprecedented religiosity.  If there are so many of us [Christians], why are we not affecting our world?

   We compartmentalize our faith, treating it like a section of the newspaper.  It is sandwiched in our schedules, between relatives and running one of many activities competing for our attention.

   Not that we aren't serious about it.  We spend time in prayer, worship, and weekly Bible studies.  But, of course, we are serious about our jobs, fitness, and families as well.

   British writer Harry Blamires addresses this dilemma in The Christian Mind.  The typical believer, he says, works side by side with a secularist, prays sincerely about his work, but never talks candidly with his colleagues about what motivates his plans and policies - because he is in a secular environment.  When it comes to his spiritual life, he feels comfortable evaluating that in a Biblical context.

   The result is an artificial dichotomy between the sacred and the secular.  On the one hand are "Christian" topics like spiritual growth or discipleship; we think christianly about such things.  On the other hand is the world at large - which we evaluate in secular terms.

   This spiritual schizophrenia results in believers bouncing back and forth between their secular and Christian mentalities as the conversation changes from the stock market to sanctification.

   Such categorizing would be logical if Christianity were nothing more than a moral code or a set of profound teachings.  It would then be just another of life's disciplines...

   But Christianity asserts itself as the central fact of human history. The God who created man invaded the world through the person of Jesus Christ, died, was resurrected, ascended, and lives today, sovereign over all.

   If this claim is valid - if Christianity is historically true (and, of course, it is) - then it is not simply a file drawer in our crowded lives.  It is the central truth from which all behaviour, relationships, and philosophy must flow.

Charles Colson Culled from The god of Stones and Spiders - Letters to a Church in Exile.  Hodder & Stoughton, 1990, pg. 152-155
═══════════════════════════════════

"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden"
- Mathew 5:13-14

═══════════════════════════════════

ACTION POINT

Christ is counting upon every Christian to be the salt (provide savour and arrest decay) and light (provide direction and guidance) in society.  He has given us the ability to fulfil this role.  However we may never find this out until we step out in faith and begin to function.  The very day, make a commitment to take a definite action for Christ  on a particular issue.  Pray pointedly on it.  Put it down in writing.  Arise and Shine!

Church Arise! Is published bi-monthly by the Church Arise! LivingWater Ministries (CALM), P.O.Box 1674, Ile-Ife, Oshun State, Nigeria.

Editor-in-chief: Joshua Ojo
Managing Editor: Emmanuel Ariyibi

Research: Adesina Ademola
Circulation: Funmi Ademola

Library: Joanna Olufemi

Questions, comments, or substantiated information of relevance to this newsletter are welcome

TOPICAL ISSUE

Is the Bible a Secret Code?

  Much has been said and written both within and outside the Church about Michael Drosnin's book, "The Bible Code".  The book is based on the discovery of a code in the Torah made by Israeli Mathematician, Professor Eliahu Rips.  Other internationally acknowledged mathematicians say they could not fault Rip's finding; but it was journalist Drosnin who, based on his own further research, now claims to be able to use the Code to predict major events like the rise of Hitler, man's conquest of the moon, the Gulf War and the assassination of important figures as Yitzhac Rabin, Anwar Sadat, and both John and Robert Kennedy.

  According to a review by John Job in Prophecy Today, "The claim, in a nutshell, is that when the Hebrew Scriptures are written out in horizontal lines, with length determined by the interval between consecutive letters of some key phrase, words or names or phrases come in the same area of the display as this one and have a related meaning.  The most striking example proposed is that when the name Yitzhak Rabin was fed into a computer, it is alleged that the letters are found one by one at an interval of 4772, and that when the text is arranged in this way, the name is intersected by the phrase, "the assassin will assassinate". Nearby, at nine-character intervals are to be found in the right order, the letters of the name "Amir" (the man who eventually did the deed on 4/11/95).

  In a 3-day review of the book by the big British tabloid, the Daily Mail, the Code was said to predict 2 possible dates, the years 2000 and 2006, for a nuclear war centred around Israel, and identified as the War of Armagedon.  Further, the concluding article suggested that the Code is capable of helping us to avoid the catastrophic end of human history.  Here is how it put it:

"The code is more than a warning.  It may contain the information we need to prevent the predicted disaster.  The words 'code will save' appear right above "atomic holocaust", just below "the End of Days" - the biblical Apocalypse.  The Bible Code is not a promise of divine salvation.  It is not a threat of inevitable doom.  It is just information.  Its message is that we can save ourselves".

  From this conclusion, the spirit behind the Bible Code is clearly revealed as that of the anti-Christ, selling the time-worn message of humanism - the belief that man can solve all his own problems.  Further, this attempt to turn the Bible into a crystal ball, looking for some deep meaning is quite obviously the same old game being played by such occultic groups as the Rosicrucians, Grail Message, Eckankar, etc. It was the same message promoted by the heretical Gnostic movement that plagued early Christianity - and of which Paul warned severely in the letter to the Colossians.

   The message of the Bible is very clear indeed.  We do not need any computers or special mathematical interpretation of the Bible to under-stand its message about the impending doom coming upon the earth.  It is the logical conclusion to the rebellion in Eden.  The Lord does not wish any to perish, and the way of escape has also been clearly stated: FAITH AND TRUST IN THE FINISHED WORK OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE CROSS, alone.
History Quiz


Q: What was the social / political climate like at that time in the old Russian Empire, when the then all-powerful Orthodox Church of Russia was deeply engrossed in resolving the intricate question of how many angels can sit on the tip of a needle?       


                                  


A: The Communist revolution that eventually threw the Church underground was brewing.








“If anyone claims that he cannot be deceived, that person is already deceived”


                            Derek Prince











